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Since different tick species 
transmit different pathogens (or groups 
of pathogens), and since many tick-
borne diseases exhibit virtually identical 
early symptoms, it may be difficult for 
the health care provider to confidently 
evaluate and monitor a tick-bite patient.  
In addition, there is increasing evidence 
that in some cases a single tick may be 
infected with, and simultaneously 
transmit, more than one kind of 
pathogen, further complicating the 
clinical picture.  Knowledge of tick 
species and infection status can alert 
the physician to specific diseases, 
thereby facilitating expedient diagnostic 
and treatment determinations.  In 
addition, the ability to better clarify the 
actual threat associated with a specific 
tick bite may reduce unnecessary 
prescription of prophylactic antibiotics. 
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If you are a Department of Defense health clinic serving military personnel, their dependents, retirees, civilian 
employees, reserve or national guard components, and wish to participate in USACHPPM’s DOD Human Tick Test 
Kit Program, or if you would like additional information on this service, please contact the Entomological Sciences 
Program at DSN 584-3613 or commercial (410) 436-3613, POCs: Ellen Y. Stromdahl or Sandra R. Evans; email: 

Ellen.Stromdahl@apg.amedd.army.mil or Sandra.Evans@apg.amedd.army.mil 

 

U.S. Army Center for Health Promotion & Preventive Medicine, Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD 21010-5403 


